'They' here can only mean 'me*. For throughout your
speech I was the target. 'Now* means at the time of my fast.
I remind you that I disclaimed responsibility on 14th August
last when I wrote to H. E. the Viceroy. In that same letter I
laid it on the Government who by their wholesale arrests of
9th August provoked the people to the point of madness. "The
awkward facts" are not awkward for me when the responsi-
bility rests on the Government and what you put forward as
'facts' are only one-sided allegations awaiting proof.            .^
7.    "Mr. Gandhi takes up his stand; 'Surely I can say with safety
that it is for the Government to justify their action by solid evidence.'
To whom are they to justify themselves?
Sardar Sant Singh: Before an impartial enquiry committee."
Was not Sardar Sant Singh's answer a proper answer? How
nice it would have been if you had not put in the interjection.
For, have not the Government of India been obliged before now
to justify their acts by appointing inquiry committees, as for
instance, after the Jallianwala Bagh Massacre?
But you proceed,
8.    "Elsewhere in his letters Mr. Gandhi makes this clear. He
says, 'Convince me that I was wrong and I will make ample amends^
In the alternative he asks, 'If you want me to make any proposal on
behalf of the Congress, you should put me among the Working Com-
mittee members.' So far as can be seen, these were the demands,
when he conceived his fast. There is no other solid demand made."
Here there is a double wrong done to me. You have ignored
the fact that my letters were written to one whom I considered
to be a friend. You have further ignored the fact that the
Viceroy in his letter had asked me to make clear proposals. If
you had borne these two facts in mind, you would not have
wronged me as you have done. But let me come to the ninttj
count of your indictment and it will be clear to you what I
mean.
9.   "But now, fresh light emerges. Government without granting
any of his demands informed Mr. Gandhi that they would release
him for the purpose and for the duration of the fast in order to
make it clear they disclaimed responsibility for the consequences.
On that Mr. Gandhi replied that if he was released, he would at once
abandon the fast and that he had conceived the fast only as a prisoner.
Thus, if he were released, the objects for which he declared his fasU
although still unfulfilled, would recede into the background. As a free
man, he would neither demand these objects nor fast. Interpreted in
this way, his fast would seem to amount to little more than a demand
' for release."
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